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A bit of history

BOARDMAN CEMETERY
DuPageTownship was claimed and settled during 1830 to 1840. New England 
farmers were drawn to the area by the opportunity to purchase 160 acres of 
land for $1.25 an acre. This practice was known as pre-emption and did 
require the purchaser to live on the property. Land that sold was located 
within a 96 mile corridor stretching from Lake Michigan to the Illinois
River. The corridor itself was twenty miles wide and provided a safe passage 
for settlers. Acquired by the Federal Government when the treaty of St. Louis 
was signed in 1804, the land became known as "The Indian Boundary Line." 
Illinois received the land in 1827 and began selling it to raise money for the 
building of the I & M Canal. When the Canal opened in 1848, trade was 
established from New York City to Chicago, to St. Louis, to New Orleans. For 
the farmers in this area, a world market was available to ship their grain, 
limestone, and other commodities. The Chicago Board of Trade was 
established in 1848 to regulate the price of those goods, a job it still does 
today.



Families with the names of Royce, Boardman, Freeman, Whalon, Barber, Paxson, and 
Strong moved into the area. Their first encounter with the Wilderness came in 1831, 
the  winter of "The Deep Snow." Four feet of snow lay on the ground from November 
through March making life in the solitary log cabin cramped and crowded. In 1832, 
Chief Black Hawk and his warriors came through the township on the warpath. The 
army under the direction of General Winfield Scott joined with the local militia 
headed by Captains John Naperand Harry Boardman to chase the Fox and Sac Indians
north into Wisconsin. 

Within ten years, prairie land was plowed into farmland for raising grain. Cattle and 
sheep were bred for meat and wool. Log cabins became large farmhouses and the 
families established schools, churches, a cheese factory, a saw mill, and a cemetery. 
The First Presbyterian Church of DuPageTownship, located on Weber Road, was 
chartered in 1833 one week after First Presbyterian Church of Chicago. It is the second 
oldest Protestant church in northern Illinois. The church is located on its original 
property, but holds services in its third building on the site. A history room contains 
many of the stories of early life in DuPageTownship.
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Boardman Cemetery, located on PaxsonRd. in the Heritage Creek Subdivision north of 
Royce Rd., lay in ruin until 1972. Lois Michel and Jim Binglewho lived in the area, were
instrumental in transferring the land from the county to DuPageTownship. Restoration 
of the cemetery took place during our Nation's Bicentennial celebration under direction 
of Judy Bredeweg, Bolingbrook Historical Society president and Bicentennial Chairman. 
A final resting place for our pioneers and veterans, the cemetery is open for tours on 
Memorial Day, Halloween, or by appointment.
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Ref: Paranormal Investigation at Boardman Cemetery ςBolingbrook, IL
Date: October 28, 2010

Members of the Paranormal Society of America extend our sincerest thanks for having conducted a Paranormal Research 
Experiment at the Boardman Cemetery. For those not too familiar with the cemetery history, I have enclosed the history of 
the cemetery, courtesy of the Village Historian and Commissioner - Judy Bredeweg. It provided to be quite interesting indeed! 
The cemetery is quite small, with newer houses surrounding the grounds. The presence of the Fall October Moon gave the 
gated entrance a certain magical glow.

The team members were Lucia Solis ςFounder, Florence M. Kolecyck-Yap, Mike Andretich, and Tony Ritz used trifield magnetic 
scanners to detect any magnetic poles in the area. The strongest magnetic action resulted around the Royce Family graves. Two 
team members experienced three complete battery drains on their digital cameras in this area. 

Team member Tony Ritz took pictures of the gated entrance with his panoramic view angled camera and they are spectacular! 
Members CƭƻǊŜƴŎŜΣ [ǳŎƛŀΣ ŀƴŘ aƛƪŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ άƻǊōέ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǊƪŜǎǘ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊȅΣ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
Royce Family Plots.

http://www.paranormalsociety.org/
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άtŀǊŀƴƻǊƳŀƭ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ άƻǊōǎέ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊƳǎ ƻŦ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǇƻǿŜǊ-lines, heat energy,
ōŀǘǘŜǊƛŜǎΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǘƻ ƳŀƴƛŦŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜ άƻǊōέ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ƛǎa spirit in 
ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ŀ ōŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƭƛƎƘǘΦέ όнлмлΣ ƘǘǘǇΥκκǿǿǿΦŜǾǇǎƻǳƴŘǎΦŎƻƳκǇŀǊŀƴƻǊƳŀƭψŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴǎκύ ¢ƘŜ άƻǊōέ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ƛǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ Ŧorm of 
άǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ƭƛƎƘǘέ ŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎƴŜǎǎΦ /ŜǊǘŀƛƴ ƻǊōǎ Ŏŀƴ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ōŜ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜŘ ƛƴ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŦƻǊƳ ǎƘŀǇŜǎ ŀǎ ǊƻǳƴŘ ǎƘŀǇŜǎΣ ǊƻŘ-like lights, 
ŎƻƭƻǊŜŘ ǎǇƘŜǊŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƳƻǾŜ ƛƴ ŘƛǾŜǊǘŜŘ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƴŀȅ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻǳƴŘ άƻǊōέ ǎǇƘŜǊŜǎ ǿŜ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜŘ ƻƴ 
our cameras and the battery drains we experienced.

It may also be speculated that the best hours for ghost hunting revolve around three hour intervals. When we arrived, we set up 
our equipment, camcorder, digital cameras, EVP recorders, EMF scanners, night-vision cameras, sound devices, did not capture 
much until three hours into the night investigation while in total darkness. Paranormal Experiments can sometimes refer to an
event with no scientific explanation. Team member, Florence, captured an eluding whisper-like sound near the graves of the 
Boardman family, but could not replicate it again!

/ƭŀƛǊǾƻȅŀƴǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊΣ [ǳŎƛŀ {ƻƭƛǎΣ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǎŜƴǎŜ ŀƴȅ ŦƻǊŜōƻŘƛƴƎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǎ ƻǊ ǘƘǊŜŀǘǎΦ {ƘŜ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ άƻǊōǎέ ƻǊ άǎǇƛǊƛǘέ ƭights there 
represented earthbound energies. Earthbound meaning that for some reason a spirit or energy did not cross over to the next 
dimension of light and may remain stuck in our dividing dimension of earthly space.

Please enjoy finding: Our web-master Florence M. Kolecyck-Yap and assistant web-master Tony Ritz, did an excellent job of posting 
our findings on the web sites. We respectfully remain at your service for any future Paranormal Research in Bolingbrook.

Thank you,
The Paranormal Society of America
Lucia Solis ςFounder, Florence M. Kolecyck-Yap, Tony Ritz, and Mike Andretich

http://www.paranormalsociety.org/
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